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the 2011 awards, in numbers
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12 categories of award received almost 200
nominations from 30 of the sector’s biggest names

those entries were boiled down to a shortlist of 46
and set before a judging panel of 29 highly respected

care professionals who took their time to pick just

12 winners

after sharing dinner with some 350 members of the

independent healthcare elite, everyone will know the

12 winners celebrated their success as part of the

number 1 specialist care sector event of 2011



Independent Specialist Care Awards 2012

Welcome

Following on from the success of our 2011 Awards, Laing &
Buisson, the UK’s leading provider of market intelligence to the
independent healthcare sector, is proud to announce the second
annual Independent Specialist Care Awards. 

The objectives of the Independent Specialist Care Awards 2012
are to highlight the range of business achievements, professional
skills, management leadership and spirit of enterprise amongst
independent sector providers of social care services for adults
with learning or physical disabilities or mental health problems
including dementia, from care homes to supported living and
homecare, and to pay tribute to those individuals and teams who
have demonstrated outstanding excellence in their fields of work.

The Awards will be presented at a Gala Dinner in March 2012.
This will be the culmination of a process taking place during the
latter part of 2011 to find, evaluate and finally to judge the best
that the independent sector has to offer.

William Laing
Chief Executive
Laing & Buisson
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The categories

For this second event, 20 categories of award will be presented. 

These are*: 

1 Supported Living

2 Autistic Spectrum Services

3 Brain Injury Rehabilitation

4 Homecare 

5 Care Home Provider 

6 Care Pathways

7 Training and Dissemination of Good Practice

8 Specialist Education

9 Early Intervention and Prevention

10 Outcomes

11 Best Use of Technology

12 Best Design and Construction Company

13 Personalisation

14 Innovation

15 Legal Advisor of the Year

16 Accountancy Firm of the Year

17 Best Commissioner of the Year

18 Investor of the Year

19 Entrepreneur of the Year

20 Personality of the Year

Please visit www.laingbuisson.co.uk for further details and to view the criteria for entry
* Laing & Buisson reserves the right to change the final category list 
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Sponsorship Opportunties

Why sponsor the awards?

The Laing & Buisson Independent Specialist Care Awards 2012
offers a unique opportunity for organisations which operate in or
support and provide services to the sector to place their names
before their client base. Sponsorship opportunities exist for each
of the 20 categories, as well as for the Gala Dinner itself. 

The Independent Specialist Care Awards offer excellent
opportunities to help sponsors achieve their objectives for
company/brand awareness, sales and marketing. There are four
categories of sponsorship package available – Platinum, Gold,
Silver and Bronze. 

General benefits: 

• Increase your organisation’s exposure at a highly 

prestigious event

• Superb networking opportunities

• Achieve considerable industry PR

• Target the most influential people in the sector via Laing 

& Buisson’s uniquely powerful database

• Get your organisation noticed by key decision makers

• Use the Awards to communicate your company's services 

and values

• Promote your organisation through Community Care 

Market News

• In 2011 several hundred nominations were received for 

the Awards, while over 350 people attended the Gala 

Dinner 
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As a sponsor of the Independent Specialist Care Awards
2012 your company’s logo will form an integral part of
the event’s publicity - in the pre-event campaign, the
run up to the Gala Dinner and in our post-awards
reportage.

Your name and logo will feature in exclusive slots in Laing &
Buisson’s well-respected business newsletter Community Care
Market News as well as in adverts placed in all relevant market
reports published by the analyst.

All sponsors will see their company logos featured prominently in the vast portfolio of printed materials distributed as part of the
Awards - from launch flyers, nominations brochures, Gala Dinner invitations and the event brochure distributed on the night, through to

the winners’ trophies and finalists’ certificates. And dedicated areas on the Laing & Buisson website will feature all sponsor’s logos.

Early awareness campaigns are run in Laing & Buisson’s business newsletters as well as sent to
a vast database of named sector contacts through mail shots and email. The earlier that

sponsors get on board the more exposure they will achieve. 

London Marriott
15 March 2011

Independent Specialist
Healthcare Awards 2011

From secure residential accommodation, to care

homes to supported living and homecare, the

scope of specialist services has grown massively

in recent years. And, with the coalition

government pushing forward with the

personalisation agenda and a dedicated ethos of

handing the keys to the kingdom to service users

themselves, this growth is set to continue.

In three month’s time Laing & Buisson will hold

the inaugural Independent Specialist Care
Awards, the first event of its kind to highlight the
range of business achievements, professional

skills, management leadership and

spirit of enterprise among

independent sector providers of

social care services for adults with

learning or physical disabilities or

mental health problems.

With the keyword of ‘choice’ set to

remain at the heart of the country’s

care provision, and with local

authority budgets set to further

encourage commissioners to take a

closer look at the quality of care

they can secure from independent

providers, the event is well timed to

showcase those providers in the

private and voluntary sector who are

excelling at what they do.

Having ensured that its well-

established Independent Healthcare Awards

event spotlights the crème de la crème of the long

term and acute care sectors, Laing & Buisson is

set to do the same when it comes to specialist

services for adults with physical disabilities,

learning disabilities and a wide range of complex

care requirements. 

With awards in twelve categories up for grabs,

entries have been whittled down to a shortlist

representing over 30 of the country’s most

progressive providers – all of whom are set to

become the go-to care companies as more and

more services and systems

are outsourced.

Winners will be announced

on 15 March 2011 at a Gala

Dinner celebrating the best

that the specialist care sector

has to offer. 

Held within the walls of the

prestigious London Marriott

Hotel Grosvenor Square the

event will be the new year’s

first real opportunity to focus

on the achievements of

excellence and initiative

within the independent

healthcare sector whilst

networking with key industry

figures. 

Healthcare
Market News

Community Care
Market News

media partners

www. spec i a l i s t c a r eawa rds . co . u k

www.specialistcareawards.co.uk
020 7923 5348

Table bookings for the Gala Dinner on 

15 March 2011

now being taken

telephone 020 7923 5390 for details

Putting the pieces together

Autistic Spectrum Services

Dave Jackson - Choice Support
Auldra Gregory - Homes Caring for Autism
Beechwood College Team - Ludlow Street Healthcare
Heidi Beacham - Voyage

Brain Injury Rehabilitation

Anna Barlow & Team - Blackheath Brain Injury
Rehabilitation Centre
Lynn Turley - Brain Injury Rehabilitation Trust
Dr Keith Jenkins - St Andrew's Healthcare
The Frenchay Brain Injury Rehabilitation Team -

The Huntercombe Group
Marc Russell - Voyage

Care Home Provider

Wendy Marsh - Brandon Care
Ocean Community Services - Ludlow Street
Healthcare
Akeem Sholanke - Consensa Care
Sarah Jones - Woodleigh Care

Care Pathways

Kiran Garner - Care Principles Ltd, Beech House
Hospital
Anne Armitage - Raphael Healthcare
Dr Farooq Ahmad - Castlebeck

Entrepreneur of the Year

Stephen Booty - Active Assistance
Paul Marriner - Lifeways
Angelena Fixter - The Avalon Group

Home Care

Paul Phillips - Springfield Healthcare Group
Zoe Elkins - The Good Care Group

Innovation

Tom Wilson - Castlebeck
Sue Hatton - Craegmoor
Dorothy Delooze & Team - Lifeways
Peter Little - Outward Housing
Derek Tindall - Voyage

Personalisation

Nicola Leroy & Team - Active Assistance
Helen Saunderson & Dimensions Making it

Personal Team - Dimensions
Karen England - Hft
Mary Fox Mabuyaku - Outward Housing

Personality of the Year

Peter Hirst - Advance Support
Steve Scown – Dimensions
Logan Logeswaran - Runwood Homes

Supported Living

Val Goldie & Team - Hft
Garry Cross - Lifeways
Matthew Anstee - Outward Housing
Asvinta Thakkar & Team - Queen Elizabeth Home
Teresa Kennedy - Voyage

Training and Dissemination of Good Practice

Amanda Pettit - Active Assistance
Debra Fox – Craegmoor
Eve Carragher - Prospects
Paul Newton - Voyage
Carol Jones - Woodleigh Care

Best Commissioner

Heather Hughes - London Borough of Lewisham
Angela Plummer - Swindon Borough Council
Carolyne Power - Newcastle City Council

Independent Specialist Care Awards 2011
~ The Shortlist ~

event sponsors

Recognising
excellence among

independent sector
providers of care home,
homecare and
supported living services
for learning and
physically disabled
adults and adults with
mental health 
problems

“

”

London Marriott
15 March 2011

Independent Specialist
Healthcare Awards 2011

In an age where industry awards are all too often ten-a-

penny events full of insiders patting each other on the back,

it’s refreshing to find a ceremony which goes out of its way

to celebrate genuine cases of expertise in a specialist area.

Last month’s inaugural Independent Specialist Care Awards

was just that - an event which aimed the spotlight onto a

range of amazing and worthy projects focused on providing

the best services to some of the country’s most vulnerable

care clients.

Laing & Buisson would like to extend it’s congratulations to

all twelve winners announced at the event and indeed of

the full list of 46 nominees all of whom are delivering best

practice in a challenging time for the sector.

Following an industry picture painted by Renos Sideras,

chief executive of the lead sponsor CuroCare, a speech by

the National Director

for Social Care

Transformation Jeff

Jerome praised the

work of independent

care providers. 

Then, in the capable

hands of host John

Sergeant, the

evening proved an

entertaining affair for

all.

Winners at this first

ceremony heralded

from a wide range of

disciplines, proving

the important place

that independent

providers have

carved for

themselves in service

delivery. 

And with outsourcing

set to continue, the

2012 celebrations are

sure to see even

greater performances.

Healthcare
Market News

Community Care
Market News

media partners

www. spec i a l i s t c a r eawa rds . co . u k

Personalisation

Helen Sanderson & Dimensions 

Making it Personal Team
Dimensions 

Best Commissioner

Sponsored by Lifeways
Angela Plummer and the Contracts

Commissioning and Placements Team 

Swindon Borough Council 

Supported Living

Sponsored by CuroCare
Val Goldie & Team

Hft 

Innovation

Sue Hatton

Craegmoor

Care Home Provider

Akeem Sholanke & Management Team

Consensa Care

Personality of the Year

Sponsored by Craegmoor
Steve Scown

Dimensions

Entrepreneur of the Year

Sponsored by Knight Frank
Paul Marriner

Lifeways

Training and Dissemination 

of Good Practice

Carol Jones

Woodleigh Care

Autistic Spectrum Services

Dave Jackson

Choice Support

Brain Injury Rehabilitation

Sponsored by The Huntercombe Group
Dr Keith Jenkins

St Andrew's Healthcare

Care Pathways

Dr Farooq Ahmad

Castlebeck

Home Care

Zoe Elkins

The Good Care Group

Independent Specialist Care Awards 2011
~ The Winners ~

event sponsors

Host for the night, John Sergeant

Guests at the gala dinner

The champagne reception

Independent Specialist Care Awards 2011

This is to certify that
Auldra Gregory of 
Homes Caring for Autism
was a finalist in the 
Independent Specialist Care Awards 2011
Autism Spectrum Services
category

William Laing
Chief Executive 
Laing & Buisson

Presented on 15 March 2011

Sponsorship gallery
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Independent Specialist Care Awards 2012

Platinum Package - title sponsorship
One single platinum sponsorship package is available, offering
title sponsorship of the Independent Specialist Care Awards 2012. 

Platinum sponsorship entitlements:

• Title sponsorship – The Laing & Buisson Independent 

Specialist Care Awards 2012 in association with [sponsor’s

name here].

• A representative from the sponsor’s organisation will be 

given the opportunity to present the opening keynote 

address (five minutes) at the Gala Dinner

• Sponsor’s name on each of the winners’ trophies and 

finalists’ certificates

• An exhibition stand from the sponsor’s organisation at the

Gala Dinner

• Sponsor’s company logo will feature prominently and 

exclusively on the centre stage set at the Gala Dinner 

• A full page advertisement (special position – usually back 

cover) in the Awards programme

• Three tables (30 places) at the award ceremony for 

sponsor and guests

Promotion:

• A full page advertisement in Community Care Market 

News in the November 2011 and December/January 2012 

issues

• Sponsor’s company logo featured on the Laing & Buisson 

website, event programme, press releases and all 

pre- and post-event publicity including the Gala Dinner 

invitation

Platinum package price available on request
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title sponsor, CuroCare



Independent Specialist Care Awards 2012

Gold Package
Twenty gold sponsorship packages are available to partner the
twenty Awards categories. 

Gold sponsorship entitlements: 

• Sponsorship of one Award category of their choice 

(subject to availability) and promoted as 

The Innovation Award sponsored by [sponsor’s name 

here]

• The winner’s trophy to be similarly engraved 

• The sponsor will present and announce the winner of the 

Award

• Sponsor’s company logo will appear on the finalists’ 

certificates for the chosen category

• A full page advertisement in the Awards programme, 

adjacent to the category being sponsored

• One table (10 places) at the award ceremony for the 

sponsor and guests

Promotion:

• A quarter page advertisement in Community Care Market 

News in the November 2011 and December/January 2012 

issues

• Sponsor’s company logo featured on the Laing & Buisson 

website, event programme, press releases and all 

pre- and post-event publicity including the Gala Dinner 

invitation

Gold package costs £10,500 (plus VAT)
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Host of the 2011 Awards,
John Sergeant



Independent Specialist Care Awards 2012

Silver Package

Silver sponsorship packages are available with the following
entitlements: 

• Exclusive branding opportunity at the champagne 

reception 

• A full page advertisement in the Awards programme

• One table (10 places) at the award ceremony for the 

sponsor and your guests

Promotion: 

• Sponsor’s company logo featured on the Laing & Buisson 

website, event programme, press releases and all 

pre- and post-event publicity including the Gala Dinner 

invitation

Silver package costs £9,500 (plus VAT)
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Independent Specialist Care Awards 2012

Bronze Package

Bronze sponsorship packages are available with the following
benefits: 

• A full-page advertisement in the Awards programme 

• One table (10 places) at the award ceremony for sponsors

and guests

The Laing & Buisson team

Promotion: 

• Sponsor’s company logo featured on the Laing & Buisson 

website, event programme, press releases and all 

pre- and post-event publicity including the Gala Dinner 

invitation

Bronze package costs £4,500 (plus VAT)
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Independent Specialist Care Awards 2012

Winners at the Independent Specialist Care Awards 2011

ISCA2012 11

To discuss the opportunities available at the 2012 Awards,

please contact Laing & Buisson’s head of sales Karen Ogilvie

on 020 7923 5343 or email karen@laingbuisson.co.uk



Independent Specialist Care Awards 2012

Independent Specialist Care Awards
Laing & Buisson
29 Angel Gate
City Road
London
EC1V 2PT
020 7833 9123
www.laingbuisson.co.uk
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